Although democratization via new media technologies has received considerable attention in recent years, empirical research is lacking. The opportunities offered by Internet engagement must be studied at the user-level, looking at individuals' own grassroots participation. Lithuania serves as an interesting case study, as civic culture is developing simultaneously with the spread of new technologies. The purpose of this study was to examine the types of Internet participation and the civic attitudes that contribute to offline engagement in organizations, local community activities, and political discussions among Lithuanian university students. A 2012 web-based survey of 580 18-to 30-year-olds from five major Lithuanian universities provided evidence that strong associations exist between Internet engagement and structural features of society, civic attitudes, and civic activism offline. Internet activities, centred on social networking, information exchange, and political expression, provide opportunities for creative construction of communities and involvement in civil society. Such online experiences play an important role in shaping young adults' social environments, where they experiment with interests and identities. By choosing the ways that they engage online, youth are active agents in their civic development.
INTRODUCTION
The information and communications technology (ICT) revolution calls for a re-examination of the nature of youth civic engagement, especially in young democracies such as Lithuania. Cyber-optimists hope new technologies will create an abundance of social networks that allow for decentralized democratization, while pessimists warn of the dangers of virtual sociality for real world activism (Ray, 2007) . Civic literacies and behaviours are embedded in young people's technology practices, which shape peer communities and social lives (Alvermann, 2002) . Over the past few decades, opposing paradigms of civic culture have emerged, portraying youth as either passive and disengaged or active and engaged (Bennett, 2008) . Some find that youth engage in new ways that are rapidly replacing old models of traditional political participation (e.g., Stolle, Hooghe, & Micheletti, 2005) , and others have begun to investigate the use of new media for civic purposes, which foster new forms of citizenship, online and offline (e.g., Boyd, 2008; Coleman, 2008) .
ONLINE ENGAGEMENT AND OFFLINE ACTIVISM
The Internet allows for interest-based communities that foster social capital-the norms, trust, and resources that lead to increased social involvement essential to democracy (Putnam, 2000; Scott & Johnson, 2005) . As people network online, they can strengthen bonds as well as create new bridges (Ellison, Steinfield, & Lampe, 2007) . For example, research indicates that Facebook users are three times more likely than others to feel that most people can be trusted (Hampton, Goulet, Rainie, & Purcell, 2011) . Valenzuela and colleagues (2009) found that intensity of Facebook use correlated with students' social trust, civic engagement, and political participation. Online communities can create a culture of participation, as individuals achieve goals while asserting personal values and social identities (Dahlgren, 2005) . They have empowered youth to mobilize offline: students used MySpace profiles to organize nation-wide protests of U.S. immigration reform in (Boyd, 2008 .
People can access an abundance of information online, which supports the growth of large networks of activists who lead social action campaigns. Online political information access has been associated with greater political efficacy and participation (Kenski & Stroud, 2006) . Diani (2000) argued that as ICTs increase opportunities for communication and information-sharing, they broaden the support base for activism, help people identify with issues, and make transnational advocacy effective through coordination. For example, new technologies allow for increased transparency and political consumerism, as people incorporate social goals into their brand identity and support particular companies' policies based on political or ethical considerations (Micheletti & Stolle, 2008) . As youth interact online based on personal interests, such civic involvement becomes embedded in everyday life.
The Internet also leads to an improved public space for debate, where young people discover political interest for themselves and practice civic skills, such as identifying issues, motivating others, and taking action. As Benkler (2006) argued, the digital generation is changing how people experience citizenship: "they no longer need to be consumers and passive spectators. They can become creators and primary subjects" (p. 272). Research indicates that youth participation has been enabled through new technologies, as 44% of young Internet users who joined discussion groups and read political blogs had not been politically engaged in the past (Graf & Darr, 2004) . Gagnier (2008) found that the youth-created Mobilize.org has reduced feelings of political exclusion: as youth become engaged online, they bring attention to issues and implement their own solutions.
Each of the Internet engagement pathways outlined above contributes to the civic socialization of youth. First, the Internet can lead to the emergence of wider participation in organizations. Those who use the Internet daily are more socially engaged offline than those who use it rarely or not at all (Lopez, Levine, Both, Kiesa, & Kirby, 2006) . Second, studies show the Internet improves access to resources, which leads to greater activism locally (Valaitis, 2005) . Shah, Kwak, and Holbert (2001) found that youth who use the Internet for information are more likely to get involved in local community activism. Third, through political expression online, youth may become interested in more significant community action and political discourse. In East Asia, those who used the Internet to express their views also displayed higher rates of community participation (Lin, Kim, Jung, & Cheong, 2005) . Research in Finland indicated that those who were active in online politics increased their awareness and activity in a self-perpetuating cycle of knowledge and involvement (Grönlund, 2007) .
The research literature regarding Internet use and its effects on civic engagement is inconsistent. It is important to distinguish the specific ways in which individuals use the Internet when investigating effects on civic activism. There are differences in how researchers operationalize Internet use and civic engagement, as well as differences in approach to analysis. Studies have examined Internet access and hours of use (Jennings & Zeitner, 2003; Lopez, et al., 2006) , different purposes of Internet use (Shah et al., 2005) , or intensity of use (Valenzuela, Park, & Kee, 2009) . Some scholars believe that the Internet will only activate citizens who are already interested in politics, by reducing costs of accessing information and offering convenient ways of engaging. Different motivations for Internet use affected engagement outcomes in Shah and colleagues' (2001) study, in which Internet use for information exchange had a positive impact on local civic engagement and trust, but recreational Internet use did not. On the other hand, specific Internet activities, such as blogging and social networking, may alter the traditional patterns of political interest (Smith et al., 2009 ).
CIVIC ATTITUDES AND ACTIVISM IN LITHUANIA
Although Lithuania has had democratic institutions for over two decades, positive civic values are still developing as a societal norm (Degutis, Ramonaitė, & Žiliukaitė, 2008) . A majority of Lithuanians believe government is unresponsive and national institutions cannot be trusted (Adomėnas et al., 2007; Mačiulytė & Ragauskas, 2007) , and research suggests that about a third of the population refrain completely from civic initiatives (Romanchuk & Dambrauskaitė, 2010) . According to Zimmerman (2000) , empowerment requires individuals to practice their capacities to effect change. Conversely, inactivity reinforces negative civic attitudes, so that Lithuanians continue to avoid opportunities to experience their power as citizens (Žiliukaitė et al., 2006) . However, youth may acquire positive civic values if they practice civic action. Internet engagement may provide opportunities for activism that are absent offline, and therefore lead to civic socialization and the development of trust and political efficacy.
Online opportunities might encourage a more positive civic culture, breaking the cycle of powerlessness and apathy that currently exists in Lithuania. In Estonia, citizens are increasingly participating online to complement traditional practices, even though the population is generally politically passive (Reinsalu, 2009 ). This finding is particularly relevant for Lithuania, as both countries' transitions to democracy were characterized by gaps between democratic institutions and civic culture, so that citizens remained alienated from politics after democratization. Areas of research inquiry include the relationships between Internet engagement and structural features, civic attitudes, and civic behaviours offline, as online action may either substitute for offline activities or support their development. 
METHODOLOGY
The purpose of this study was to examine the nature of Lithuanian youth Internet use and the types of online activities and civic norms that contribute to offline participation in organizations, community action, and political discourse. The study used a cross-sectional design to target 18-to 30-year-old college students at five universities in Lithuania: Vilnius University (VU), Vytautas Magnus University (VDU), Lithuanian University of Education (LEU), Klaipeda State College (KVK), and Vilnius Gediminas Technical University (VGTU). These students are at a critical stage for identity formation, as the increasing complexity of life in a globalized world lengthens adolescence and emerging adulthood (Larson, 2002) .
PARTICIPANTS
In total, 590 students filled out the questionnaire, and the sample was predominately young and female. 31% 1 of respondents were 18 to 19, 40% were 20 to 21, 24% were 22 to 24, and 5% were 25 to 30. Respondents who were over 30 (n = 10) were excluded from analyses.
A variety of faculties were represented: political science or international relations (19%), education or communication (13%), social sciences (12%), philosophy (11%), economics or business (9%), humanities (7%), natural sciences (7%), medicine (6%), mathematics or informatics (5%), philology (4%), creative industries (3%), law (2%), and fine arts (2%). Most respondents reported having completed some college education (58%) or having received a high school diploma (20%). Smaller proportions reported having received a Bachelor's degree (8%), having some graduate education (11%), or having received a Master's degree (3%).
The sample represented moderate socioeconomic status (SES), based on the number of books present at home during childhood, which has been an effective indicator of SES in international studies of educational achievement, interpreted as a proxy for resources available to support literacy (Torney-Purta et al., 2001) . Almost half of respondents (46%) reported that they had more than 100 books at home. About 32% reported 51 to 100 books, 20% reported 11 to 50 books, and only 3% reported 0 to 10 books. At the same time, virtually the entire sample (99%) reported having Internet service at home currently. The majority of respondents had been using the Internet for 5 to 10 years.
PROCEDURES
A professor from each of the five Lithuanian universities partnered with the researcher to disseminate the survey in the spring of 2012. The professors were sent informational letters, detailing the purpose of the research, potential risks and benefits of participation, the protection of confidentiality, the voluntary nature of the study, as well as contact information for questions. They were asked to forward the invitation to their students. A follow-up email was sent two weeks later to remind students about the opportunity. Respondents were invited to participate in a raffle for seven iPod shuffles upon com-Liepa V. BOBERIENĖ pleting the questionnaire. To enter, they emailed the researcher with a code displayed on the last page of the questionnaire, which ensured confidentiality of survey responses.
MEASURES
The survey instrument contained 110 items. The study's major contructs drew on the International Educational Achievement's (IEA) Civic Education Study (Torney-Purta et al., 2001) , the World Values Survey (2005), the European Values Study (2008), and the National Election Studies (Niemi, Craig, & Mattei, 1991) . The survey and invitations to participate were translated into Lithuanian by the researcher. These documents were then back-translated by a professional translator, and discrepancies were resolved by adjusting the Lithuanian version.
Government Responsiveness. Government responsiveness was assessed using three political system items developed by Torney-Purta and colleagues (2001) and two external political efficacy items used by Niemi and colleagues (1991) . Statements exploring attitudes toward government were rated on a five-point Likert scale. Items were tested for internal consistency reliability and found acceptable (α = .70).
Trust in Institutions.
Trust in national institutions was assessed using items developed by Torney-Purta and colleagues (2001) and items from the European Values Survey (2008). Response categories for how much participants can trust institutions ranged from 1 (do not trust at all) to 5 (trust completely). The eight items formed a reliable scale (α = .78) Internet Engagement. Although previous studies have examined Internet use for various purposes, no scale has been published that measures the range of new opportunities online. Therefore, an Internet engagement scale was developed to include activities related to social capital development, information exchange, and self-expression. Response categories included 1 (never), 2 (less than once a month), 3 (about once a month), 4 (a few times a month), 5 (about once a week), 6 (a few times a week), 7 (about once a day), and 8 (more than once a day).
The study's sample size (n= 580) allowed for factor analyses to investigate the latent structure of the data and establish factorial validity. The Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin measure of sampling adequacy, indicating the amount of variance, revealed excellent factorability, KMO = .87, and, Bartlett's test of sphericity was significant, χ2 (276, n = 570) = 4021.25, p < .001. Principal axis factor analyses revealed that the majority of items loaded on three factors, which explained 36% of the total variance. Factors were grouped according to magnitude of beta loadings and logic (See Table 1 ). The three factors formed reliable scales related to social networking, (α = .80), information exchange (α = .83), and political expression, (α = .73). Liepa V. BOBERIENĖ Convergent validity of Internet engagement scales was established through correlation analyses with civic attitudes and behaviours. As found in previous studies, Internet use for social networking, information exchange, and political expression was strongly associated (p < .001) with all civic activism measures: organizational participation (Jennings & Zeitner, 2003; Moy et al., 2005) , civic engagement (Lin et al., 2005; Pasek et al., 2006; Valenzuela, Park, & Kee, 2009) , and political discourse (Shah et al., 2005; Wellman et al., 2001; Xenos & Moy, 2007) .
Trust in Groups and Interpersonal Trust. Trust in groups was assessed using the items developed by Welzel (2010) for the World Values Survey. Response categories indicated degree of trust in various groups (e.g., dissimilar in belief or origin) from 1 (do not trust at all) to 5 (trust completely). The researcher applied a formative index logic to create an index of trust in groups. In addition, interpersonal trust investigated whether respondents thought that most people would try to take advantage of them if given the chance, or whether they would try to be fair, based on the European Values Study (2008) . Response categories ranged from 1 (most people would try to take advantage of me) to 10 (most people would try to be fair to me).
Political Efficacy. Feelings of personal competence to understand and participate in politics were assessed following the National Election Studies (Morrell, 2003; Niemi et al., 1991) and the IEA Civic Education Study (Torney-Purta et al., 2001) . Respondents were asked to rate agreement regarding four statements of confidence in political abilities on a Likert scale. The six items formed a reliable scale (α = .82).
Organizational Participation. Organizational participation was assessed using items from Torney-Purta and colleagues' (2001) Respondents also had the opportunity to write in other organizations that were not listed, which included: youth civic NGOs, organizations for people with disabilities, health organizations, academic and career groups, and an underground press. Scores on items were summed to create a scale where 0 was no participation and 26 was active participation in all types of organizations.
Community Action. Frequency of participation in community activities, groups, and charities was measured using items from Torney-Purta and colleagues' (2001) political action measure. Response categories included 1 (never), 2 (less than once a month), 3 (about once a month), 4 (a few times a month), 5 (about once a week), 6 (a few times a week), 7 (about once a day), and 8 (more than once a day). The six items formed a reliable scale (α = .73).
Political Discourse. Face-to-face discussions about politics with peers, parents, teachers, and others were assessed using items from the IEA Civic Education study (Torney-Purta et al., 2001 ). Answer categories included 1 (never), 2 (less than once a month), 3 (about once a month), 4 (a few times a month), 5 (about once a week), 6 (a few times a week), 7 (about once a day), and 8 (more than once a day). The scale proved reliable (α = .85).
Socioeconomic Status. SES measures explored participants' levels of education, the number of books in respondents' homes when they were growing up (Torney-Purta et al., 2001) , as well as whether their parents read books, discussed politics at home, followed the news, and whether they had problems making ends meet (reverse-coded) (European Values Study, 2008) . Response categories were on a Likert scale from 1 (strongly disagree) to 5 (strongly agree).
APPROACH TO ANALYSIS
Response distributions were assessed for outliers, missing values, and skewness. Political expression online, organizational participation, and community action were positively skewed, indicating that most of the responses fell on the lower end of the frequency continuum. Non-linear transformations were conducted to improve their distributions for use in analyses that assume normality.
Chi-square and correlation analyses were conducted to examine the effects of demographic and SES variables on Internet engagement in social networking, information exchange, and political expression. Pearson correlation analyses were also used to investigate the relationships between structural features (government responsiveness, trust in institutions) and civic attitudes (trust in groups, interpersonal trust, political efficacy) and Internet engagement.
The effects of Internet engagement on offline activism were addressed through hierarchical multiple regression analyses predicting organizational participation, community action, and political discourse. The analyses investigated the unique contributions of SES, structural features, Internet engagement, and civic values on activism. Variables were selected based on correlations, and those that did not contribute significantly to each model's explained variance were removed in order to create parsimonious models. Collinearity diagnostics and tolerance were examined to ensure that predictor variables were not overly correlated.
RESULTS

Descriptive statistics indicated that engagement in Internet activities
was not a daily occurrence. Of the three types of Internet engagement, information exchange was the most common, with an average frequency of a couple times a week (M = 5.58). Respondents engaged in social networking only a few times a month, on average (M = 4.06). The least common type of engagement was political expression, with a rating of less than once a month (M = 1.49).
Engagement in social networking, information exchange, and political expression did not differ significantly by age, gender, city, university, faculty, time using the Internet, or education level. However, significant differences were found in information exchange by number of books at home, χ2 (168, n = 532) = 211.64, p = .01, and respondents whose homes had the most books scored the highest on information exchange. All SES items were significantly correlated with at least one Internet engagement scale, suggesting that family upbringing is strongly associated with participation online (see Table 2 ).
STRUCTURAL FEATURES AND CIVIC ATTITUDES
Research Questions 1 and 2, regarding structural features and civic attitudes, were addressed through Pearson correlation analyses. Greater perceptions of government responsiveness and confidence in public institutions were both associated with more frequent engagement online. Internet activities, especially information exchange, were also positively correlated with trust in groups, interpersonal trust, and political efficacy, as detailed in Table 2 .
OFFLINE CIVIC ACTIVISM
A significant regression model predicting respondents' levels of organizational participation explained 20% of the total variance in the scale, as shown in Table 3 . Respondents' perceptions of government responsiveness accounted for 4% of the variance, while social networking and political expression online accounted for about 16% above and beyond that. Standardized beta values showed that online social networking had the greatest impact on organizational participation. Although other variables (e.g., information exchange, civic attitudes) correlated with the criterion, they did not contribute to the model and were omitted. A significant model of community action explained 41% of the total variance in the measure, as displayed in Table 4 . The largest predictors of the criterion were social networking and political expression online. In this case, the unique contribution of these two variables was about 32%, above and beyond the effects of parents discussing politics and perceived government responsiveness. The effects of these variables may have overshadowed the effects of other variables correlated with community action (e.g., trust in institutions, political efficacy).
Finally, a significant model of political discourse explained about 45% of the total variance in political discourse, as shown in Table 5 . In this analysis, parents discussing politics explained about 16% of the variance, and information exchange and political expression online explained about 17% above and beyond background and structural variables. Feelings of political efficacy had the largest effect on political discourse. Although trust in institutions, social networking, and trust in groups correlated with political discourse, they did not contribute significantly to the model and were omitted. 
DISCUSSION
This study examined the opportunities offered by Internet engagement at the user-level, looking at an individual's own grassroots participation, within the political and cultural contexts of society. Several important findings emerged. First, the study supports a more comprehensive, multi-dimensional conceptualization of Internet engagement based on a variety of interpersonal and interactive activities which provide a myriad of opportunities to connect with others, learn and share, and creatively contribute to discourse. Results highlight the need to examine diverse types of Internet use for effects on civic engagement, as networking, learning, and expressing opinions online create opportunities for decentralized and individualized participation. Although some of the activities may not seem political, they increase social support (Hampton et al., 2011) and expand users' knowledge of dissonant views (Garrett, 2006) , which can lead to activism.
The boundaries between political and social or personal activities online are porous, and strengthening values, sharing knowledge, and developing identities online may all fit into an expanded definition of civic or political engagement, as young people become active players in defining what politics means for their lives (Coleman, 2008; Collin, 2008) . Creative and social uses of the Internet often represent new forms of activism in participatory communities that are missing from conventional channels of political communication (Harris, 2008) . Unregulated public spaces provide opportunities for youth to communicate with others and express interests and concerns outside of traditional political mechanisms. Such activities contribute to civic socialization and offline activism despite a rejection of traditional power structures.
POSITIVE STRUCTURAL FEATURES SUPPORT ENGAGEMENT
A second contribution of this study was the inclusion of perceived structural features of society, including government responsiveness and trust in institutions, in analyses predicting engagement. Results indicated that those who perceived more supportive governments and institutions were also more likely to engage frequently online. Furthermore, the relationship between government responsiveness Liepa V. BOBERIENĖ and offline activism was robust across analyses, as perceived government responsiveness accounted for significant proportions of the variance in organizational participation, community action, and political discourse. These findings have important implications for power imbalances and youth engagement.
Young adults from lower socioeconomic backgrounds did not take advantage of opportunities to engage in Internet social networking, information exchange, and political expression as often as did others-SES variables and structural features were significantly correlated with online engagement. Thus, youth who are more alienated from government and national institutions, and those coming from lower SES environments may remain marginalized, despite physical access to the Internet. Barriers to online participation may include low digital literacy, anxieties about the risks of new media, or fear of surveillance (Banaji, 2011) . As producers of civic websites have pointed out, it is difficult to reach those on the fringes of society, and online social networks may actually deepen "the participation divide by giving the already active more access to public space and more practice at developing institutional, intercultural civic skills" (p. 138). These issues challenge the notion that the spread of new technologies have a universal democratizing effect.
CONNECTING ONLINE AND OFFLINE ACTIVISM
A third contribution of this study was the large effect sizes found for offline activism: hierarchical multiple regression analyses using structural features, Internet engagement, and civic attitudes as predictors explained 20% of the variance in respondents' organizational participation, 41% of the variance in community action, and 45% of the variance in political discourse. Internet engagement displayed powerful relationships with real-world participation, consistent with recent literature (e.g., Hampton et al., 2011; Valenzuela et al., 2009) . Scholars have been concerned that face-to-face contact can decline as the Internet allows people to socialize, work, and be entertained online, and reduced social contact might lead to a decrease in trust and activism (see Ray, 2007) . However, young adults in this study were active online and offline simultaneously. As found by Kittilson and Dalton (2011) , virtual social activity can be as conducive for strengthening citizenship values as participation in face-to-face groups.
Engagement in social networking, information exchange, and political expression online were significantly associated with respondents' political efficacy. As suggested by other scholars, Internet features such as interactivity, personalization, and one-to-many communication may be uniquely empowering for users (Bimber & Davis, 2003) . New media allow and require an active rather than a passive audience, and numerous opportunities to practice skills can have powerful effects on beliefs of self. This is especially meaningful for youth, who may otherwise feel a sense of powerlessness concerning communication with leaders and access to resources (Valaitis, 2005) . Research suggests that these psychological effects can lead to concrete acts of civic engagement (Xenos & Moy, 2007) .
Although engagement in expressive activities online was the least common Internet dimension, it was meaningful for all measures of offline activism. This supports the framework developed by Bennett, Wells, and Freelon (2011) , regarding youth preferences for expressive styles of citizenship over earlier models of dutiful citizenship. Bennett (2008) suggested the rise of "actualizing citizenship, " involving personal engagement with causes through individual expression and peer networks that organize civic action. The segment of Lithuanian young adults who used the Internet for expressive activities may have developed stronger feelings of competence to mobilize offline. Indeed, political efficacy emerged as the strongest predictor of political discourse. Individuals who gained experience creating content and sharing opinions online may have been prepared to overcome challenges offline.
Interestingly, trust was not a significant predictor across offline participation variables. Traditional theories of civil society development point to interpersonal trust as a prerequisite for civic activities (Putnam, 2000) ; however, these attitudes may be slow to develop among Lithuanian young adults, who have grown up in a time of uncertainty regarding civic action (Degutis et al., 2008) . Research indicates that experiences with political corruption can lead to decreases in generalized trust (Uslaner, 2001) . Because youth internalize values through existing socialization processes, value change does not come about easily (Welzel & Inglehart, 2010) . Still, the spread of civic en-gagement may bring about more positive civic attitudes, as meaningful civic experiences increase feelings of interpersonal trust.
CIVIC SOCIALIZATION AND IDENTITY FORMATION ONLINE
Although online interactions are often impersonal, they are rooted in real-world social networks, shared systems of meaning, and tacit knowledge. Thus, the Internet remains embedded in local cultures that may have powerful effects, and civic values may be slow to mature. Still, online communities play an important role in shaping young adults' peer environments as youth overcome the limits of their particular locations by establishing meaningful social experiences online. The Internet enlarges the scope of interactions, opens new paths of communication, and provides opportunities for more individualized involvement with information. All of these opportunities allow young adults to consider identity alternatives, experiment with interests, and evaluate their abilities.
By choosing the ways that they engage online, individuals are active agents in their own civic development. Such personalization allows young adults to actively construct new systems of meaning and new roles for citizenship, and such creative engagement can increase feelings of agency (Collin, 2008) . As youth discover self-defining activities through a wide range of online tools that provide a good fit between their talents and their sense of purpose, they may take on new identities (Waterman, 2004) . This study found that the Lithuanian youth that actively engaged online as organizers or producers of civic content were also more empowered offline, engaging in organizations, community activism, and political discourse. As increasing volumes of information and tools move online, the ability not only to access them but also to creatively contribute to them may become crucial to civic socialization and participation in community life.
LIMITATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE RESEARCH
Although this study established knowledge regarding the nature and extent of Internet engagement and civic attitudes and behaviours among self-selected students in Lithuania, several important limitations must be considered. Given the cross-sectional nature of the study, the causal directions between constructs remained unclear. Young adults who are already interested in civic life may use the In-ternet according to their motivations. Online and offline activities seem to be mutually beneficial. There is a need for long-term analyses or experiments that use random sampling or random assignment in order to investigate the nature and magnitude of these effects as they change over time or across conditions.
Another limitation was the use of an online survey that targeted university students. The sample was not nationally representative, so results could not be generalized to Lithuanian young adults as a whole. The use of an online survey also created self-selection bias, as those who had access to the Internet came from higher SES backgrounds and may have had more time and resources to engage in civic activities. Thus, using an online survey methodology produced results that characterized the tendencies of youth who use the Internet, not average youth. However, because the study's purpose was to investigate relationships between online engagement and civic participation, it made sense to target Internet-users. Furthermore, Internet use did not guarantee engagement in social networking, information exchange, or political expression, and the sample included a range of students who exhibited low and high engagement.
Future research could apply the Internet engagement scales to more diverse populations, both in Lithuania and in other countries. Given that greater numbers of youth are embedded in multiple contexts online and offline, civic research must reach diverse participants using diverse methods. Qualitative research may be useful in re-conceptualizing important indicators of civic health. Content analyses of popular websites may be able to provide a more detailed picture of the types of websites that young adults engage in and the kinds of networking, information exchange, and public discourse that provide meaningful contributions to civic socialization. Such analyses could target neighbourhood forums, public policy debates, or users' own creative websites and blogs. Both the technological capabilities of the Internet and the actual content accessed may influence students' attitudes and behaviours.
CONCLUSION
The Internet exists within different social, political, and cultural contexts, and fostering a healthy media culture for youth depends on research on how digital technologies can best serve the goals of free-dom and democracy in different cultures. Civic socialization will not occur simply by connecting every citizen to the Internet, unless individuals take advantage of opportunities to participate. Marginalized groups still face barriers; however, for those who do engage, online public spheres may improve civic activism and involve more actors. Online, youth can find others who share their interests, contribute knowledge to others around the world, and creatively participate in discourse and self-governance. As individuals' choices contribute to larger societal trends, youth participation may act as a catalyst to broader civic reform.
